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DRAPERY DECORATION. 

Tapestries and Silks that Year by Year Increase the 
Beauty of our Homes.— How Costly or Low Priced 
Fabrics are Draped to Impart an Air of Pleasing 
Elegance.— Valances, Festoons, Jabots and Folds.— 
Cornices and Poles. —The Possibilities of the Swinging 

Grille. 

By the Editor. 

RAPERY as decoration for doors and 
windows has been in vogue in the 
homes of men ever since the time of 
the Pharaohs, and if the stories of 
the historians be true, it would tax 
modern ingenuity to its utmost to 
defy the ancient ornamental silks, 
painted linens and cloths of gold that 
were used as drapery in ancient pal- 
aces. The Arabians in the height of 
their magnificence, emblazoned their 

hangings with small mirrors, as well as beads and precious 

stones. Nowadays silks and 



tapestries are commonplace lux- 
uries, but the most brilliant 
and priceless examples of the 
fruit of the loom will not 
awaken admiration unless they 
be draped with pleasing ele- 
gance before our doors and 
windows. This is an era of 
increasing refinement, which is 
abundantly exemplified in the 
well sustained efforts of our 
upholsterers in the production 
of the most seductive and be- 
witching combinations of fab- 
rics and colors for doorway 
and window drapery, and for 
the draping of walls and can- 
opies and other purposes. 

When one considers the 
great opportunities that soft 
folds of plush and silk, with 
the co-mingling of many colored 
cords and fringes present to the 
designers of our hangings, and 
the strange, effective fancies in 
the quaint arrangement of 
valanees and festoons, tails and 
tassels, helped by cretonnes 
and other decorative drapery— 
when we consider these possi- 
bilities, it does become a matter 
of congratulation that our up- 
holsterers can keep within the 
sensible and reasonable ele- 
ments of design that character- 
ize the hangings of to-day. 

The hard and formal drap- 
eries of twenty years ago have 
been relegated to oblivion, and 
simpler draperies in natural 
folds, entirely supersede them. Portieres and window draperies 
are often hung from rings attached to poles of wood or metal, 




Artistic Arrangement op Door Curtains and Draped Dado for Walls, 



with ornamental ends. In many cases cornices of carved wood, 
lavishly gilt are used to surmount the drapery. The use of 
grilles above portieres, either in brass, or carved or turned 
wood, is rapidly on the increase. It is quite possible to boy 
grille work by the yard ; or it may be purchased cut into sec- 
tions, which may be cut off at any length, and the ends are 
supplied to form projections at either end, so as to adapt the 
grille work to any possible place. One of the happiest ideas in 
window decoration is the use of the hinged or swinging grille, 
from which light draperies can be suspended, and when it is 
necessary to wash the window, the grille can be easily with- 
drawn from the window for this purpose. 

Cornices of wood can be made which assume the most 
original shapes, some being made of flat wood, finished and 
mounted with small lion's heads or other metallic garniture for 
holding rings, forming an admirable foundation for a bewitch- 
ing arrangement. For straight draperies the pole answers well, 
bat when festoon effects are to be used the cornice asserts its 
claim to notice. In curtain poles there are various attractive 
patterns. For ordinary use oak and ash poles are preferable, 
while cherry is also used. Brass rods, with brass rings, are also 
very popular. Door hangings are most convenient when draped 
to fall straight, but there is no 
reason why they should not he 
caught back by a loop of chain, 
or heavy cord, then when neces- 
sary the loop can be lifted from 
its hook, and the portiere al- 
lowed to fall over the open 
door. Draperies, whether for 
windows, doors, or other pur- 
poses, are among the most 
acceptable of presents, and the 
supply of styles and colorings 
are quite as comprehensive as 
the most ardent admirer of 
beautiful things could desire. 

The illustration on the 
present page is an important 
one, for it gives a design of a 
doorway decorated with both 
light and heavy tapestry, in 
an artistic manner, while the 
walls have a curtain dado, which 
is hung in lieu of the ordinary 
wall-paper, or other decora- 
tions. The drawing will afford 
the reader some idea of this 
fashionable feature, which can 
be made of almost any material, 
ranging from brocaded silk to 
cretonne, or the cheapest qual- 
ity of art muslin. These dado 
curtains are frilled on a deep 
edge, and are hung with con- 
siderable fullness, to allow for 
ample folds. The sketch also 
indicates the upper part of the 
walls above the panel border, 
filled with a broad band of silk 
or cretonne, the whole arrange 
ment constituting a soft and 
luxurious method of interior 
decoration. There is no indication of flashiness or meretricious 
show in the arrangement, and the judicious taete with which 
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these suggestions are conceived is characterized by originality 
and daintiness. 

The introduction of cheap, artistic fabrics has happily 
spurred on our designers to produce many charming fancies in 
effective window hangings, and the fourth illustration repre- 
sents a delightful method of decorating a window. The founda- 
tion of the scheme is the swinging bracket of grille work, which 
can be purchased all the way from one dollar upwards. It may 
be finished in shellac or enamel paint of various colors, en- 
livened with gilding. It is then draped with a light silk or 
cretonne, which are especially adapted for such purposes. 
Small ball fringe finishes the edge. There is a sash curtain of 
China silk, and the lower part of the window has a softly 
cushioned seat, draped with a decorative covering, with soft 
downy cushions at the head and back. This will form a most 



graceful jabots, or the curtains are caught back in sweeping 
curves on each side of the window. A. window thus decorated, 
with the snowy lace seen between the rich curtains of the win- 
dow, presents a rich and beautiful effect. 

Draperies make or mar a room, and it takes an artist's eye 
to select them properly. The only possible way to obtain relia- 
ble materials, proper effects in draping and correct colors is to 
entrust the entire draping of the house to a reliable firm, who 
carry a full line of drapery and upholstery materials, ranging 
from satin plush and broche tapestry to light silks, cretonnes 
and chenilles, from which the widest and best selection may 
be made. The reputation of a well established house obliges 
them to give the greatest attention to securing harmony of 
effect in walls, ceiling, carpet, furniture and draperies, and ex- 
perienced drapery artists have given much study to their busi- 
ness to achieve special and desired effects so that the furnish - 




comfortable and inviting spot, and just the place for a pleasant 
chat. A.n arrangement of this kind can be carried out in the 
most seductive and bewitching combinations of delightful 
tints. 

There is no limit to the variety of methods by which window 
drapery can be arranged. In window draperies the lace under- 
curtains must be hung to fall straight to be effective. Many 
people confine themselves to the use of lace curtains alone for 
window drapery, in which case the curtains look best caught 
back at either side by a cord. The silken overdraperies that 
are now so extensively used are arranged at the pole or cornice 
ia a fe3tooaed effect, or a confusion of curves. The material is 
than allowed to fall down at either side of the window in 



ings of the home will be pleasant and artistic in coloring and 
arrangement. 



Up the Hudson in the early morning on the Empire State 
Express is one of the most delightful railroad rides in the 
World. 

One thousand health and pleasure resorts in the Empire 
State reached by the New York Central. Write for informa- 
tion. 

All the great medicinal springs in the Empire State are 
reached by the New York Central. 
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